Council  Offices, 

S  TURMINS  TAR  NL  4T0H , 
Dorset, 


1st  April,  1947. 


To:-  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Shaftesbury  Borough  council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1946. 

The  Report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Article  17  (  5)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935, 

'  x,  comprehensive  factual  Report  was  submitted  last 
year  and  in  this  year's  Report  facts  and  comments  are  limited  to 
matters  not  previously  referred  to. 

The  year  under  review  can  be  considered  to  have  been 
a  healthy  year  as  far  as  your  Borough  is  concerned.  There  was 
exceptionally  little  infectious  disease  and,  although  many  people 
were  living  under  adverse  housing  conditions  no  ascertainable  effect 
on  the  health  of  the  population  has  been  evident. 

./ith  the  appointment  of  Mr.  ohaw  as  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  a  very  real  attempt  has  been  made  to  give 
the  attention  needed  to  pontine  ean.  tary  work  in  the  Borough  which 
has  been  somewhat  neglected  during  past  years.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  proposed  appointment  of  a  junior  clerk  in  Mr.  Shaw's  office 
will  enable  even  more  time  to  be  given  to  these  duties. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Shaw  for  his  help  and  co-operation 
during  the  year  and  his  assistance  in  compiling  this  Report,  and.  to 
my  clerk,  Mrs.  Bourne,  for  her  efficient  services. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

/  •  O 

O  \  c-'UO OL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TEE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

BHAF TEoBURY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

for*  the 
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1.  STAFF . 


Medical  Officer  of  He alt.h . 

Until  I  assumed  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the 
1st  April,  1946,  Ur.  0.  Bodlay  Scott  was  your  temporary  Medical  Officer. 

Sanitary  Inspector  &  Surveyor . 

G-eor£e  F.  Hawkins  (Cert,  of  the  Royal  San.  Inst.  )  resigned  the 
3rd  July,  1946.  Bernard  Shaw  (dent,  of  the  Royal  San. Inst.) 
appointed  10th  July,  1946. 


O 


i  TATIS TICS 


AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TUB  AREA. 


Area 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


1078  acres. 
019.605 
079.  10.  -. 


Vital  Statistics.  -  Not  yet  available.  These  will  be  submitted  as  an 
addendum  to  the  Report  on  receipt  from  the  Registrar  General. 


3.  -A  TER  SUPPLIES. 

No  new  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review. 
The  Council  is  awaiting  with  interest  the  results  of  the  btubhampton 
borings  which  might  possibly  add  to  their  supplies. 


The  large  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  have  piped  water 
supplied  internally. 

The  exceptions  are  approximately  80  houses  in  the  Little  Down,  Long 
Cross  and  St,  James’  districts  which  have  standpipe  supplies  or  are 
supplied  by  taps  fixed  outside  the  houses,  contrary  to  the  requirements 
of  Section  137  of  the  /ate.r  Act,  1945. 

One  case  is  known  of  a  house  still  depending  upon  a  private  well 
for  water  supply. 

Source  of  Supply.  -  The  'Council’s  own  Waterworks  are  situated  in  Barton 
Hill,  being  boreholes  with  an  estimated  present  maximum  output  of  110,000 
gallons  per  day.  Consumption  nearly  equals  maximum  output  and  the  Borough 
is  therefore  always  in  a  precarious  position  in  case  of  serious  leakages 
or  dry  spells  of  weather.  The  water  is  examined  monthly  and  reports  both 
chemical  and  bacteriological  are  both  highly  satisfactory.  As  a  safeguard 
against  improbable  contamination  the  water  is  chlorinated  -  0.2  parts  per 
million. 


40  Sm  vERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year  a  sewer  extension  has  been  made  to  accommoda te  14 
new  Council  houses  built  in  Christy’s  Lane.  No  other  works  have  been 
carried  out.  The  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  sewage  disposal 
arrangements  and  for  new  sewers  to  accommodate  the  Ennore  Green,  Long- 
Cross  and  Little  Down  areas  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
but  no  decision  has  yet  been  received. 

5 •  RIVLR8  AND  STIb-rAeS  POLLUTION  AND  FACTORY  EFFLUENTS . 

No  cause  for  action. 


6.  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year.  The  whole  district  is 
covered  by  direct  labour.  Refuse  is  tipped  at  Salisbury  Road  where  the 
tip  is  properly  controlled. 
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?.  HOUSING, 

A,  existing  Dwellings. 

i .  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year : ~ 


(1)  (a)  Total  no.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defec.ts  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  16 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  50 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing- 
consolidated  ±iegulations.  1 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  1 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  bo  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  15 


i i .  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  ^e_rvlc_e__of 
'formal  notices  ?  - 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  ‘their  officers  9 


j. i i .  Action  unde r_ Statutory  Powers  during  the  year ;  - 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10,  16,  Housing  Act,  1936  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  - 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  to  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied, 

(2 )  Nc  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11,  13,  Housing  Act,  1936  Nil. 


Note;-  In  one  case  an  undertaking  has  been  accepted 
from  tne  owner  not  to  use  the  house  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  after  the  present  tenant  is  rehoused. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act,  1936  Nil. 

iv.  Housing  Act,  1956  -  part  IV  -  Overcrowding. 


(a)  (i)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

(b)  No.  of  hew  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 
the  year 


(c)  (i)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

(ii)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  abatement 


Not  knowi 

5 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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The  statutory  standards  of  overcrowding  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
is  so  low- as  to  be  completely  inadequate  except  for  the  purpose  of 
identfying  the  very  worst  cases  of  overcrowding.  Under  the  Act  it 
is  possible  for  a  man  and  wife  and  two  adults  of  the  opposite  sex 
to  occupy  a  two  bedroomed  house  without  overcrowding  being  recognised. 

It  must  be  presumed  that  the  allotment 5  under  the  .act,,  of  so  many  square 
feet  of  floor  space  per  person  has  one  purpose,  at  least  as  its  object. 
That  is,  to  reduce  the  risk  of  airborne  or  droplet  infections.  As 
children,  more  than  adults,  are  prone  to  such  infection,  it  is  incon¬ 
ceivable  why,  under  the  Act,  a  child  under  ten  years  is  only  allowed 

half  the  space  of  an  adult  and  a  child  under  one  year  of  age ,  no  space 
at  all. 


Requisitioned  Houses. 

No.  of  properties  under  requisition  by  the  Council  for  evacuees  and 
persons  in  need  of  housing  accomiiodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  10 


No.  of  houses  on  which  demolition  Orders  or  Closing  Orders  have 
been  made  which  are  allowed  to  be  occupied  under  Licence  by  the 

L ,  A  • 


Nil, 


8.  A.  HOUSING  SURVEY. 


The  Rural  Housing  Survey  does  not  apply  to  the  Borough,  but  nevertheless 
it  was  considered  that  the  information  gained  from  such  a  general  survey 
would  be  helpful  in  obtaining  more  accurate  information  than  already 
possessed  of  the  housing  conditions  in  the  Borough  and  that  such  informa¬ 
tion  would  bo  of  assistance  in  gauging  future  'requirements  of  new  houses, 
A  preliminary  survey  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

B.  NEW  HCHuLch 

Only  traditional  type  houses  are  being  built  in  the  Borough. 

Houses  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  - 

(a)  By  local  authority  12 

\ t  j  By  private  enterprise  2 


At  the  end  of  the  year, 

ion  by  the  Council  a 

ion  by  private  builders 


a  further  two  houses  were  in  course  of  construct- 
Hight  houses  were  in  various  stages  of  construct- 


Applications  for  New  Houses . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  total  number  of  182  applications  for 
new  houses  outstanding.  102  were  from  persons  resident  in  the  Borough 
and  80  from  persons  outside  the  Borough. 


Allocation  of  New  Houses. 

I  am  satisfied  that  under  the  points  system  of  allocation  adopted  by 
you  adequate  consideration  is  given  to  applicants  living  under  insanitary 
or  overcrowded  conditions,  and  to  those  vjho  require  rehousing  on  other 
medical  grounds. 

Population. 


I  have  not  previously  drawn  your  attention  to  the*  changing  structure  of 
the  population  of  the  country.  Whilst  the  expectations  of  life  has 
steadily  increased  the  birth  rate  has  steadily  fallen.  The  result  iq 
that  although  the  population  of  the  country  is  still  increasing  it  i c ’ 
doing  so  chiefly  on  account  of  a  larger  number  of  persons  reaching  an 
advanced  age.  vhilst  in  1900  there  were  less  than  2  million  persons 
over  65  years  of  age,  it  is  estimated  that  by  1951  there  will^be  over 
5a  million  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  The  implications  of  such  a 

th(i.  structure  of  the  population  is  of  grave  economic  consequen 
but  I  bring  the  matter  to  your  particular  notice  to  emphasise  the  need  V 
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adequate  provision  being  made  for  the  proper  care  and  housing  of  elderly 
persons  who  by  reason  ol:  ago  or  infirmity  cannot  look  after  themselves. 
Whilst  the  care  of  such  persons  is  not  directs  your  responsibility,  a 
local  Housing  Authority  can  do  much  to  assist  and  make  happier  the  life 
of  aged  persons  by  the  provision  of  suitable  accommodation  designed  to 
meet  their  particular  needs.  I  am,  therefore,  ploased  to  know  that 
consideration  has  been  made  by  you  for  making,  special  provision  for  such 
persons  in  your  Housing  Programme. 

Not  only  does  the  provision  of  small  and  easily  erected  two  or  three 
roomed  dwellings,  appropriately  planned  for  occupation  by  aged  persons, 
make  life  more  comfortable  for  such  persons,  but  also  allows  the  often 
more  spacious  accommodation  vacated  by  them  to  be  available  for  use  by 
younger  couples  with  children. 

It  is  estimated  that  15,';  of  Council  houses  now  built  could  usefully 
be  of  a  type  suitable  for  aged  persons.  It  is  felt  that  it  is  advantag¬ 
eous  for  such  dwellings  to  be  placed  on  Council  Lstates  where  the  older 
people  are  near  to  their  young  relatives  who  would  be  readily  available 
to  give  them  the  little  help  required. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS . 

No.  of  i r sp o dons  c a r r led  out. 


Note  -  Thea^  figures  only  relate  to  thu  period  24th  July  to 
ho'  fee  ember,  1915.  The  details  for  the  period 
;ovj I  by  the  previous  Inspector  are  not  available. 


Sanitary  pg or's  Duties. 

Public  lies'  dp  y  t. 

Drainage  worn  •  .■  inspected 

•  tested 

Nuisances  -  dwelling  houses 
-  w une r  p  remi c  e s 
Water  Supplies 

Water  sample  -  bacteriological 
Public  coiive:: teases 

Sanitary  accc  la  tie 

•  i 

Housing  Act. 

House  to  hour-  rough  survey 

-  unfit 

Housing  defects 
Investigation  overcrowding 

Food  and  Drugs  Act . 

Food  premises  -  butchers 

-  fried  fish 

•  other 

Dairies 

Cowsheds 

Meat  and  other  inspection 


18 

28 

34 

3 

9 

exam.  4 

2 

2 


75 

1 

5 

1 


2 

1 

4 

1 

3 

8 


Factories  Act. 

Factories  with  power 
Bakehouses 

Shops  Act. 

Farms 

Health  provisions 


1 

2 


Carried  forward 
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2 

2 


208 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destructi on)  Act 


Brought forward  208 

6 


Rat  infestation 
Miscellaneous. 


Re-inspections  -  public  health  10 

Interviews,  etc.  164 

Works  in  progress  13 

Tips  5 

Refuse  and  salvage  collection  ■  9 

Meetings,  etc.  28 

Other  visits  69 

Surveyor1 s  Duties . 

New  buildings  -  sites  12 

-  in  course  of  erection  236 

-  foundations  4 

Completed  buildings  -  houses  1 

Dangerous  structures  3 

Surveys  2 

Sewers  16 

Sewage  disposal  v/orks  4 

Council  property  -  Town  Hall  13 

-  Council  Houses  29 

-  Cemetery  9 

-  Parks  35 

Allotments  ’  9 

~  Other  properties  23 

Road  maintenance  74 

Depot  and  stores  20 

Waterworks  32 

Swimming  bath  26 

Building  Licences  103 

Street  lighting  15 


TOTAL  ...  H78 


Prom  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  somewhat  less  than  half  the 
inspector’s  outdoor  time  is  occupied  in  sanitary  work  and  the  remainder 
to  his  duties  as  Surveyor. 

Notices. 


No.  of  informal  notices  served  21 
No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  13 
No.  of  statutory  notices  served  1 
No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  Nil. 


Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  under;- 

Pactories  Act  3 

Shops  Act  4 

Inspections  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply . 


No.  of  persons  on  register  at  31.12,46.  16 
No.  of  premises  on  register  at  31.12.46.  14 
No.  of  dairy  farms  inspected  during  1946  3 
No.  of  inspections  3 


No  action  informal  or  statutory  was  taken  during  the  year. 
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Meat  and  other  Foods 


II o  refular  slaughtering  is  taking;  place  within  the  Borough. 

The  following  items  of  food  which  have  been  condemned  would  not  normally 
be  inspected  for  surrender  as  it  ,rould  bo  dealt  with  through  trade 
channels  but  in  view  of  the  rationin  schemes  at  present  in  force,  it 
has  been  necessary  to  issue  surrender  notes  covering  the  following  items 
of  rationed  foodstuffs  - 


Home  killed  meat. 


Beast's  head  and  tongue 

-  -actinomycosis 

33 

lbs. 

Steak  -  decomposition 

42 

lbs. 

Imported  Meat.  -  dropsical  condition 

58 

lbs. 

Bacon 

-  decomposition 

17 

lbs. 

Kippers 

-  do. 

28 

lbs. 

Bread 

-  stale 

21 

lbs. 

Jam 

-  darna  ge  d 

3 

lbs. 

Tinned  meats 

-  decomposition 

41 

tins 

Tinned  fish 

-  do. 

82 

tins. 

Tinned  milk 

-  do. 

55 

tins. 

Tinned  vegetables 

do. 

55 

tins. 

Tinned  soups 

do. 

6 

tins. 

Tinned  fruit 

do. 

13 

tins. 

Assorted 

do. 

3 

tins. 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  at  - 

(a)  Premises  requiring  registration  under  Section  14 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  5 

(b)  Pood  premises  otherwise  subject  to  the  Food  and 

Drugs  let,  1938  16 

No  notices  were  served  in  connection  with  any  of  these  premises. 
Infectious  .diseases . 

No  action  has  been  required  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  regard  to  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

Food  Handling. 

Outbreaks  of  disease  due  to  bacterial  contamination  of  food  during 
preparation  or  sale  are  by  no  means  uncommon.  Only  those  of  general 
public  interest  reach  the  public  press. 

You  have  been  free  of  any  such  outbreak  in  your  district  and  the 
above  figures  show  that  routine  inspection  of  registered  premises  have 
been  carried  out.  Nevertheless,  I  can  feel  no  confidence  that  the 
population  is  safeguarded  against  infection  from  food,  ice-cream, 
etc.  ,  when  the  generally  accepted  standard  of  hygiene  amongst  food 
handlers  is  so  low  throughout  the  countrim 

The  standards  laid  down  in  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  .Act, 
1938  are  inadequate  and  do  not  apply  to  all  premises.  No  provision 
is  made  for  adequate  wrapping  of  foodstuffs,  and  it  is  .regretted  that 
the  new  draft  regulations,  with  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream 
do  not  call  for  proper  sterilisation  of  utensils  used,  or  lai^  down  a 
bacterial  standard  of  purity. 

10.  MUNICIPAL. 

S  /IdiMINl  BATHS. 

The  open  air  swimming  bath  in  Barton  Hill,  which  had  been  closed 
during  the  war  years,  was  re— opened  on  the  1st  September,  1946.  and 
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remained  open  for  five  weeks.  This  was  accomplished  because  the  water 
position  had  improved  and  because  the  water  engineer  fixed  a  simple 
filter  and  chlorinator  to  the  bath,  thus  enabling  the  one  filling  of 
•  water  to  be  used  throughout  the  period.  It  is  hoped  to  make  some  slight 
improvement  to  the  plant  and  the  conveniences  before  opening  the  bath 
again  in  1947. 


1.  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS 


DISEASE  ( OTHER  THAU  TUBERCULOSIS) . 


Disease.  Total  Gases  Cases  admitted  Deaths. 

notified.  to  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  1  (Adult)  - 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  closure  of  the  North  Dorset  Joint 
hospital  Board’s  Temporary  Isolation  Hospital  at  Vine  House,  Sturminster 
Newton.  Provided  that  beds  are  available  cases  of  infectious  disease 
requiring  hospital  treatment  will,  in  future,  be  admitted  to  hospitals 
under  the  control  of  surrounding  authorities  at  South  Petherton,  Poole 
or  Salisbury.  The  closure  of  the  local  Isolation  Hospital  means  that 
some  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  normally  would  be  admitted  to 
hospital  will  have  to  remain  at  home.  This  will  be  particularly  so  when 
infectious  disease  is  epidemic  and  there  is  an  increased  demand  for  beds 
from  authorities  already  having  prior  claim  on  the  hospitals  referred 
than  have  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

2,  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  notified:- 


New  Cases. 

Respiratory.  Non-Re spiratory. 
2 

3.  PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respirator 


A  Special  Report  on  this  subject  was  presented  to  you  early  in  the 
current  year. 


Under  5.  Over  5 . 

Total  number  of  children  who 
completed  course  of  treatment 

during  the  year  31  5 


N.F.  Pearson. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


1st  April ,  1947, 


